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Musicians and artists from 
across West Virginia and the Unit-
ed States will be drawn to the 
campus of the Appalachian South 
Folklife Center in Pipestem for the 
13th annual Culturefest Wold Mu-
sic and Arts Festival Sept. 8-11.

Festival director Lori McKinney 
said during the four-day festival, it 
becomes an oasis for musicians and 
artists of all backgrounds as they 
play, perform and create with some 
of the must untouched and beau-
tiful mountains as their backdrop.

Appalachian South Folklife Cen-
ter is located off W.Va. 20 between 
Athens and Hinton and the festi-
val features four stages of music 
and dance performances by artists 
from all around the region ranging 
from Americana and Appalachian 
Folk to Soul-Rock, Funk, Gypsy/
Latin Jazz and World Fusion to ex-
perimental genres like Quantum 
Dub, plus performance art pup-
petry, Polynesian dance, fire dance 
and more.

In addition to performances, the 
festival offers workshops in yoga, 
drumming, belly dance, sustainable 
building, up-cycled art and more, 
plus facilitated discussions called 
“Conversations at Culturefest” on 
topics such as cultural sensitivity, 
conscious communication and ther-
apeutic plants. 

Dakota & Friends, life-like dino-
saur puppets, will be roaming the 
site all weekend and astronomer 
Dave Buhrman of WV Sky Tours 
will be on hand with his telescopes 
for star and planet gazing, and 
Aubergine Faeries will tell stories 
through dance and fire spinners 
will light up the night.

Over its 13 years, the festival has 
seen a slow, manageable grassroots 
growth, said McKinney. In 2004 
there were just around 100 in at-
tendance, but more than 1,000 are 
expected this year.

“We wanted to bring a multi-cul-
tural experience to the areas to 
open people’s hearts, bring people 
together, counteract xenophobia 
and provide a quality entertain-
ment experience,” she said. “Anoth-
er goal of this festival is to gather 
the creative community togeth-
er. This unique event is a corner-
stone of the dynamic creative com-
munity in Southern West Virginia.”

Artisans will vend their wares 
from handmade clothing to jewelry 
and fine art. 

The children’s village will feature 
special yoga classes, found object 
art, a kids’ costume parade led by a 
fairy on stilts and more. 

This year’s musical lineup in-
cludes Jim Donovan and the Sun 
King Warriors (groove-rock), Gyp-
sy-At-Heart (world fusion), Charles-
ton-based band Stratus (urban con-
temporary), Akron-based Shivering 
Timbers (dark folk music).

Music acts are 50 percent West 
Virginia-based and 50 percent from 
out-of-state.

Other West Virginia acts in-
clude festival founders Option 
22 (Eclectic Americana), The 
Change (Funk/Rock), Marguerite 
(Folk/Rock), The Parachute Bri-
gade (Folk/Americana), The Kind 
Thieves (Folk/Bluegrass), The 
Spanglers (Americana), Spurge 
Hankins Band (Soulful Rock/Jam-
band), Melissa McKinney (Blues/
Rock), Tim & Maggie Mainland 
(Folk), Streamliner (Bluegrass) The 
Gin Mills (Blues/Rock), The Kind 
Thieves (Folk/Bluegrass), Nathan-
iel Altare (Folk), Andrew Adkins 
(Appalachian Folk), Ashley Adair 
Surface (Contemporary Christian/
Gospel) and more.

Culturefest 
expected to 
be an arts, 
music oasis
By Sarah Plummer
REGISTER-HERALD REPORTER

n PIPESTEM

Kevin Traube hit the trifecta. 
With three decades, three 
creative ideas, and three suc-
cessful businesses under his 

belt, Traube has single-handedly diver-
sified Beckley’s recreational options. 

Traube credits his good fortune to 
equal parts ingenuity and endurance. 
His businesses — Mountain State 
Miniature Golf, The Chocolate Moose 
and Outside-In Climbing Gym — are 
situated in a small brick house and its 
adjacent lot on Harper Road. Traube 
juggles the unlikely combination ex-
pertly; with a packed parking lot every 
weekend and festivities all year round.

Traube began his entrepreneurial 
venture with The Little Brick House 
Gift Shop in 1986. Situated in the 
small building that now houses his cof-
fee shop, the gift shop sold local artisan 
goods for nearly 15 years.

“Right now that kind of idea seems 
like a dime a dozen, but back in the 
1980s, you couldn’t find those sorts of 
places,” Traube explains. When Tam-
arack opened right down the road in 
1996, he was forced to shift focus. “It 
became the center of that universe, 
and we had to adapt,” he says.

He began selling collectibles, like 
Ty Beanie Babies and Christmas vil-
lages, out of the Little Brick House. 
That venture, too, soon collapsed. 
“When Al Gore invented the Internet, 
people could just go online and find 
those things discounted,” Traube re-
members. “Business is about reacting 
to things beyond your control.”

One day, as Traube was mowing 
the expansive hillside behind the 
shop, an idea struck. “I was so tired 
of mowing that hillside and never 
getting anything out of it. As I was 
going up and down the hill, I began 
to think of all the tourists who had 
told me how lovely the mountains 
were and how much they loved West 
Virginia,” he recalls. “Suddenly, it all 
made sense.”

Traube set out to create a miniature 
golf course on the property behind the 
gift shop. The project took two years to 
complete as Traube and his contractor 
figured out how to situate a golf course 
on a hillside. It was a taxing period in 

Traube’s life as he accrued debt and 
stress from the project’s complicated 
construction.

In 2002, Mountain State Miniature 
Golf opened for business. Each of its 
18 holes features a different hotspot in 
West Virginia. For just under $7, visi-
tors can travel the entire state on one 
hillside — putting over the New River 

Gorge Bridge, through an iconic West 
Virginia tollbooth, and past the watch-
ful eye of a full-size John Henry statue. 
The course is open any time that the 
weather permits, with some folks even 
playing during the rare warm snap in 
January.

Entrepreneur climbs to the top

By Adelina Lancianese
FOR THE POST REPORT
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Kevin Traube, owner of Chocolate Moose, Outside-In Climbing Gym and Mountain State Miniature Golf, credits his good 
fortune to equal parts ingenuity and endurance.

Businessman hits a hole-in-one for recreation in Beckley

Customers, left photo, climb inside the Outside-In Climbing Gym. At right, golfers 
play the West Virginia-based theme course at Mountain State Miniature Golf.

Customers sit at tables in The Chocolate Moose. The little café serves as a gath-
ering place and a study spot.

See CULTUREFEST, 4See TRAUBE, 4
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Employees and climbing instructors Miranda Woody, middle right, and Andrew Martin, middle left, help cus-
tomers enjoy their experience safely inside the Outside-In Climbing Gym.

Traube is proud of the 
memories made at Moun-
tain State Miniature Golf. 
“Many folks have their 
first dates here. We’ve had 
couples get engaged on 
the golf course,” Traube 
says.

“Beckley is a regular 
stopping point for folks 
on their travels, and 
we’re proud to be part of 
that tradition for them.” 
The golf course is also 
recognized by the Raleigh 
County Board of Educa-
tion as an educational 
outing for school groups.

• • •
After 12 years of suc-

cess with the golf course, 
Traube had another idea. 
He decided to open a 
coffee shop, a service no-
ticeably absent on Harper 
Road. Traube renovated 
the inside of the Little 
Brick House. He outfit-
ted the space with an 
ice cream bar and coffee 
roasters, dubbing the spot 
The Chocolate Moose. 

The little café serves as 
a gathering place and a 
study spot. “College stu-
dents come in to do their 
homework, and it’s very 
productive inside,” Traube 
notes. “People play board 
games and watch the 
Olympics together.” The 
Chocolate Moose serves a 
variety of beverages and 
bags its in-house roasted 
coffee.

Traube’s newest idea 
rounds out his trifecta 
and has generated quite 
the buzz around Beckley. 
Outside-In Climbing Gym 
opened in January 2016 
after a two-year construc-
tion period as a fun activ-
ity for climbers of all ages 
and experiences. Like the 
golf course and the coffee 
shop, the climbing gym 
began as an outlandish 
thought. 

Traube demolished an 
arcade and a small, haz-
ardous outdoor climbing 
wall adjacent to the build-

ing. He considered both to 
be wasted space, save for 
the arcade’s importance 
to a handful of vintage 
videogame enthusiasts. 
“I had a ridiculous idea,” 
Traube explains. “If I can’t 
go out, I’ll go up.”

The 35-foot-tall climb-
ing gym is open year 
round. Traube says that 
two types of people fre-
quent the gym. Novices 
looking for a good time, 
like children and party 
groups, love scaling the 
wall for just under $13 an 
hour. 

Traube says that two-
year-olds and 70-year-
olds have tackled it. He 
recalled a young boy who 
watched his grandmother 
scale the wall, excitedly 
exclaiming “Grandma’s 
got skills!” Some visitors 
become enamored with 
the sport, and they pick 
it up as a hobby. “We are 
right next door to this 
world class climbing 
mecca and for folks from 
Beckley, the Gorge is just 
like Mars. To open up 
that door has been very 
satisfying,” Traube com-
ments.

Experienced climbers 
also take advantage of 
the gym, many of which 
frequent the natural rock 
climbing of Fayetteville in 

the summers and train 
at Outside-In during the 
winter. At least one of the 
climbing gym’s patrons 
is even training for the 
television competition 
American Ninja Warrior. 
Outside-In offers punch 
cards and monthly mem-
berships for these enthu-
siasts. “It’s hard to find 
something to do in the 
winter,” Traube explains. 
“Climbing is an incredible 
full body workout.”

Traube’s dedicated 
staff constantly switches 
up the routes to provide 
a fresh climbing expe-
rience. “The options are 
unlimited. We change 
the routes once a week,” 
Traube says. Outside-In is 
also forming a five-person 
climbing team to par-
ticipate in competitions 
around the state. Traube 
eagerly anticipates the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics, 
where competitive climb-
ing will make its debut.

• • •
Traube’s businesses 

are not only a hub of 
healthy activity. They 
also serve as a hotspot 
for fun events, like live 
music nights. He hopes to 
start a unique rendition 
of the classic triathlon, 
with three legs consisting 
of climbing, miniature 

golfing, and playing board 
games. This fall, Traube 
commemorates his thirti-
eth year as an entrepre-
neur — in conjunction 
with the one-hundredth 
anniversary of the first 
miniature golf course — 
and has planned events 
in celebration. “It is won-
derful to have something 
of value to offer the com-
munity,” Traube says.

Traube’s passion is 
making people happy. He 
has adapted to his situa-
tion with each endeavor. 
“In anything that I do 
here, I didn’t start out 
with any sort of experi-
ence. Before Outside-In, I 
had never been climbing,” 
Traube explains. “It’s 
really just circumstance 
that has sent me in those 
directions, and it’s worked 
out. Success means trying 
things and seeing what 
works.”

Kevin Traube isn’t yet 
satisfied with the scope of 
his recreational empire. 
He plans to add at least 
one more activity to the 
space, and he’s keeping 
tight-lipped until his 
idea comes to fruition. 
“We have land out back,” 
he says with a dramatic 
gesture of his hand and a 
twinkle in his eye. “We’ll 
see what happens.”

TRAUBE
Continued from 1

Thirteen-year-old Ezekiel Workman climbs inside the Outside-In Climbing Gym.

Attendees will also 
have the chance to par-
ticipate in music making 
during facilitated drum 
circles and Mouth Coun-
cil, a spontaneous group 
vocal looping activity fa-
cilitated by Billy Mays 
III. 

Late night jams by 

the fire pit are a popular 
feature, and guests will 
encounter opportunities 
to connect with the per-
formers and workshop 
providers in a laid back 
atmosphere throughout 
the site. 

A popular Culturefest 
tradition is the commu-
nity art boards, which 
will be available through-
out the weekend stocked 
with paint and brushes, 
and anyone is welcome to 

leave their mark. These 
spontaneous, collabora-
tive works of art are a vi-
brant centerpiece of the 
festivities.

A full weekend pass is 
$50, including camping 
on site. Day passes are 
$15 on Thursday and 
Sunday, $20 on Friday, 
and $25 on Saturday.

Children are admitted 
at a reduced price, and 
kids under five enter 
free.

Guests may camp on 
site for the weekend. 
Larger RVs won’t be able 
to access the venue en-
trance, but full RV camp-
ing is available a half-
mile away at Pipestem 
State Park.

For more information 
or to purchase tickets on-
line, visit www.culturef-
estwv.com.

— Email: splummer@ 
register-herald.com; follow on 
Twitter @Sarah_E_Plummer
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The Southern West 
Virginia  Committee 
for the Friends of NRA 
wi l l  host  i t s  annu-
al banquet Sept. 10 at 
The Resort at Glade 
Springs. Doors open at 
5 p.m. with dinner being 
served at 7 p.m.

The Friends of NRA 
raises funds for the NRA 
Foundation, a 501(c)

(3) charitable organi-
zation. One-half of all 
proceeds from the ban-
quet, including money 
raised from the auctions, 
raffles, drawings and 
games, stays in West 
Virginia and goes to-
ward charitable firearm 
activities.  

Among the fun and fel-
lowship, the Friends of 

the NRA banquets boil 
down to one goal – fund-
raising for the future 
of the shooting sports 
by supporting organi-
zations such as the Boy 
Scouts of America, 4-H 
and the WVU Mountain-
eer Rifle Team. Of the 
money raised in state-
wide dinners in 2015, 
$136,906 was awarded 

in grants this year.
The Southern West 

Virg inia  Fr iends  o f 
NRA has been holding 
its annual banquet for 
15 years. Patrons will 
be able to play games 
of chance, bid on silent 
auction items and enter 
raffles for door prizes 
and special drawings. An 
auction will be held for 

firearms, sporting goods 
and art items specially 
crafted and donated spe-
cifically for the Friends 
of NRA.

Cost for tickets is $45 
per person or $80 per 
couple. Other packag-
es for larger groups are 
available. 

For more information 
and to obtain tickets, 

contact any committee 
member, or online at 
www.friendsofnra.org. 

Committee members 
include Dr. Terry Kourey, 
304-545-4967 or 304-
253-4300; Jim Cozort, 
304-573-0122; David 
Gruver, 304-651-1319; 
Chuck Orange, 304-732-
6893; and Daniel Hall, 
304-228-7545.

Friends of NRA dinner slated Saturday at The Resort at Glade Springs

T h e  2 9 t h  A n n u a l 
Meadow Bridge Home-
coming Festival was 
held Aug. 5-6. 

The homecoming was 
made possible by dona-
tions from Federated 
Auto Parts, Smathers 
Funeral Home, Advance 
Auto, Wallace & Wallace 
Funeral Home, Leisure 
Lanes, In The Wind Mo-
torcycle Shop and Dan 
Perham.

The parade was held 
and awards were giv-
en for parade entries in 
various categories. In 
the float group, Class of 
1961 won 1st Place and 
The Little League Foot-
ball float received 2nd. 
Tops in vehicle entries 
were Herschel Henson, 
Ronald Brandstetter, 
Hayward Bales, Donnie 
Wickline, Garlin Fox, 
Clifford Brandstetter, 
Howard McClanahan, 
Moose Burdette, Arlene 
Atkins, and Herbert 
Shuck. Best Overall was 
awarded to R.C. Smith 
for his 1955 Ford.

In the ATV entries, 
Henry and Chris Judy 
won 1st place and Jenni-
fer Lilly won 2nd. Gary 
Lilly won 1st place in 
Motorcycle Entry. Tony 
and Issac Martin tied 
for 2nd place in 
Bicycle group. 
The Walking 
G r o u p  w a s 
won by Mead-
ow Bridge Girl 
Scouts Troop 
No. 1897.

The awards 
f o r  H o r s e 
Drawn Wagon 
Adult  Group 
w a s  B i l l y 
Meadows, 1st 
place and Lar-
ry Lyons, 2nd. 
In Tractor Di-
v i s i o n ,  Jo e y 
Crookshanks 
won 1st place 
a n d  H i l b e r t 
Hanshew re-
ceived 2nd.

Danese Fire 
D e p a r t m e n t 
d i d  a  c l e a n 
sweep of the 
Fire and Rescue Awards 
winning all of the cate-
gories.

Winning Miss Flame 
was Kaylie Persinger, 
Natalie McClung 2nd 
Place and Rebecca Ber-
ry in 3rd. Junior Miss 
Flame was won by Bre-
anna Burns, Annabelle 
Woods, 2nd Place, and 
Madison Hanshew, 3rd. 
Little Miss Flame was 
won by Gracie Ferrell, 
with Mikea Goode in 2nd 
place. Little Miss Sweet 
heart was won by Kier-
ston Rozell, with Faith 
Martin in 2nd place.

Winners of The Agri-
cultural Produce Con-
test: Beans, 1st place 
was Beverly Walker 
(Blue Lake). Cucumber, 
1st place, Beverly Walk-
er (Picklers), 2nd Bever-
ly Walker (slicers). Egg 
plant, 1st, Roy Fox, Ba-
nana Pepper, first, Mary 
Cyrus. Yellow Squash, 
first, Roy Fox, 2nd, Bev-
erly Walker, participant 
Mary Cyrus. Green To-
matoes, 1st, Beverly 
Walker. Cherry Toma-
toes, 1st., Debbie Neely. 
Ripe Tomatoes, 1st , 
Mary Cyrus. Red Pota-
toes, 1st., Roy Fox, 2nd 
Jake Owen. Apples, 1st, 
Roy Fox. Canned Goods, 
1st. Michael Gwinn. 
Variety Veggie Basket, 
1st place, Roy Fox, 2nd 
Marty Rae Walker. Tro-
phy for the Best Variety 
Vegetable Pack was giv-
en to Roy Fox. Trophy 
for Best Canned Goods 

was received by Michael 
Gwinn. Beverly Walker 
(Green Tomatoes) won 
the Trophy for the Best 
of Show.

Winners of The Baking 
Contest, 1st place wards 
were given to Peggy 
Gwinn (Peach Cobbler), 
Debbie Neely (Black Tie 
Mousse Cake), Jason 
Williams (White Choc-
olate Macadamia Nut), 
and Eula Matlock (Apple 
Streusel Cheese Cake); 
2nd . , Debb ie  Nee ly 
(Chocolate Peanut But-
ter Sandwich Cookies). 
The best Decorated went 
to Jason Williams for his 
Train Cake. The Best 
Overall was awarded 
to Eula Matlock for her 
Apple Streusel Cheese 
Cake.

Winners of the 2016 
Pet  Show. Category 
Smallest pet, 1st place, 
D a i s y  M o u l  “ E l s a ” 
(Cockapoo), 2nd place, 
David Tincher “Chloe” 
(Daschound). Category 
Largest Pet, 1st place, 
Xandar Blankenship 
“Patches” (Border Col-
lie), 2nd place, Brandon 
Tincher “Bella” (Beagle). 
Category Best Trick. 
First place, Virginia 
Crane “Leroy” (Shitzu), 
second place, Xandar 

Blankenship 
“Patches” (Bor-
d e r  C o l l i e ) . 
Category Cut-
est, first place, 
D a i s y  M o u l 
“Elsa” (Cock-
apoo), second 
place, Virgin-
ia Crane “Le-
roy” (Shitzu). 
Category Best 
Costume, first 
place, Rusty 
Gwinn “Abbey” 
(Yorkshire Ter-
rier) , second 
place, Rusty 
G w i n n  “ O z ” 
(Yorkshire Ter-
rier). Category 
Most Unusu-
al, first place, 
Marty Walk-
er “Penelope” 
(goose), second 
p l a c e ,  Z a c h 

Moul “Snowball” (goose). 
Category youngest Pet, 
first, Daisy Moul “Elsa” 
(Cockapoo), second place, 
Zach Moul “Snowball” 
(goose). Category Oldest 
Pet. First place, Brandon 
Tincher “Bella” (Beagle), 
second place, Xandar 
Blankenship “Patches” 
(Border Collie). Catego-
ry Friendliest Pet, first 
place, Brandon Tincher 
“Bella” (Beagle), second 
place Marty Walker “Pe-
nelope” (goose). Category 
The Best In Show goes 
to Brandon Tincher for 
“Bella” (Beagle).

The music was provid-
ed by “DJ” David Alley, 
Gabe Dixon, and The 
Riggs Family. A Hu-
la-Hoop Contest was held 
with Meredith Fleshman 
winning for 12 and under 
group. Tijah Bumgardner 
won for the adult group. 
A Limbo Contest was 
held with Chance Forren 
winning first place.

On the $1,000 Cash 
Drawing, $500 was won 
by Rebecca Forren; $300 
by Ralph Patterson and 
$200 was won by Paul 
Blankenship. Richard 
Dennison won the Gun 
Raffle. Deanna Forren 
donated a quilt to raffle 
which was won by Regi-
na Parker.

Special Awards were 
given to T&T Supply, 
Gene’s One Stop, and 
Shaffer ’s Supply for 
Outstanding Service to 
the Community and the 
Homecoming Festival.

Meadow Bridge 
Homecoming award 
winners announced
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Supply for 
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ing Ser-
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Homecom-
ing Festi-
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