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Summer is coming to 
a close, and many of 
southern West Vir-
ginia’s most popular 

activities will go with it. The 
brisk fall air will soon over-
take outdoor excursions such 
as whitewater rafting, rock 
climbing, hiking and swim-
ming. 

Fortunately, the Beckley 
Art Center on Johnstown 
Road has a schedule jam-
packed with exciting activi-
ties for the whole family, well 
into the fall and winter.

The Beckley Art Center 
is a nonprofit organization 
that embodies its mission 
statement — share, learn and 
explore — through opportu-
nities for even the least-expe-
rienced artists to get creative 
and have fun. The gallery’s 
director, Joanie Newman, is 
excited about the Center’s 
enduring commitment to the 
Beckley community and its 
limitless possibilities for the 
future.

The Art Center is probably 
best known for the Cyn-
thia Bickey Art Gallery, its 
main-level exhibit room that 
often hosts art shows. New-
man emphasizes, however, 
that there is more to the Art 
Center than what meets the 
eye. 

Members of the public 
sometimes believe that art 
galleries are intriguing but 
intimidating spaces reserved 
for those with keen eyes and 
advanced degrees. Newman 
wants to make art accessible 
with interactive activities for 
all ages. “It’s great to see how 
art can bring people togeth-
er,” she says.

One way the Art Center 
facilitates togetherness is 
through a wide variety of 
classes open to the public. In 
the past year, Newman has 
organized oil painting, water-
color, mixed media, jewelry 
making, basic sewing, paper 
flower folding, digital arts 
and textile workshops.

The classes range in price 
from free to upwards of $150, 
with most falling between $18 
and $50.

“We try to create opportu-
nities that can inspire other 
forms of art,” Newman ex-
plains. “We are always open to 
new ideas for classes and work-
shops.” She says that many 
classes are formed via crowd–
sourcing on Facebook and over 
the phone.

Each class is taught by local 
or renowned artists. Because 
the Art Center is nonprofit, 70 
percent of workshop fees go di-
rectly to the instructor. 

“It’s set up to be beneficial to 
the artist and cost effective for 
community members,” New-
man said. 

She encourages artists of all 
mediums and backgrounds to 
try their hand at instructing 
a class. As a former English 
professor, Newman is a firm be-
liever in the symbiotic value of 
education. “By teaching some-
one to do something, you learn 
more about your subject matter 
than by studying it.”

• • •
Past instructors have in-

cluded Jessica Hill, a local en-
trepreneur and owner of Next 
Chapter Crafts, as well as Mi-

chael Albert, a pop artist from 
New York City who invented 
a new recycled art form called 
cerealism.

At Albert’s workshop, partici-
pants created free masterpieces 
from cereal boxes in conjunc-
tion with the Raleigh County 
Solid Waste Authority. Another 
instructor, Vanessa Lowry, is 
a West Virginia native well 
known for her work in trendy 
adult coloring books. She host-
ed a doodling class last year 
and hopes to translate that 
skill to pumpkins in a fall class 
at the Art Center.

Three of the Art Center’s 
class offerings are especially 
popular. The center hosts a 
class called Fun Art, Not Fine 
Art on the first Tuesday of each 
month. The workshop, modeled 
after other successful business 
models taking the nation by 
storm, guides participants 

through creating colorful acryl-
ic paintings. Participants are 
encouraged to bring their own 
alcoholic or non-alcoholic bev-
erages. The class averages $35 
per person, and all supplies are 
provided.

Because of its success among 
Beckley’s adult population, the 
Art Center created a version of 
Fun Art, Not Fine Art that chil-
dren can attend. Cupcakes and 
Canvases borrows the Fun Art 
model, but it swaps wine and 
beer for tasty baked goods. “It’s 

really popular, and it’s actually 
the most well-attended class we 
have,” Newman reveals.

Fun Art, Not Fine Art has 
led to another wildly popular 
spinoff, as well. Date Night 
Painting Party features the 
same guided fun as its prede-
cessors, but the work is halved. 
For only $50, couples can create 
an acrylic masterpiece together. 
Each partner receives a canvas, 
and the image is split in half. 
Just like a successful marriage, 
the class’s challenge lies in 

making sure that the two piec-
es fit together in harmony.

For Newman, Date Nights 
are some of the most entertain-
ing classes. “It’s wholesome fun 
for couples, and it’s an alterna-
tive to other date ideas,” New-
man explains. “Once a movie or 
dinner is done, it’s done. When 
you create something together, 
you take it home and you’re 
going to remember one another 
by it.”

BAC paints creativity, 
molds togetherness
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Beckley Art Center’s Joanie Newman concentrates as she makes a paper flower during a workshop at the Beckley Art Center Saturday 
morning. In the photo above right, Jessica Hill, instructor and owner of Next Chapter Crafts, shows off a finished paper flower. 

instructor Jessica Hill, from left, Beckley resident Ella Mae Pennington and BAC’s Joanie Newman participate in a paper flower 
workshop Saturday morning.

Beckley resident Ella Mae Pennington concentrates as she makes a paper flower.

SCHEDULE
Sept. 16: 7 p.m. Date Night 
Painting $50 per couple
Sept. 17: 10 a.m. Coils & 
Canvases Painting Party
Sept. 20: 4 p.m. Crochet 
Crew FREE
Sept. 21: 4 p.m. Writers 
Group FREE
Sept. 24: 10 a.m. Book Fold-
ing Workshop $27
Sept. 27: 4 p.m. Crochet 
Crew FREE
Sept. 30: 7 p.m. Date Night 
Painting $50 per couple

Beckley nonprofit 
organization has 
plenty to offer

See BAC, 4
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Newman has observed 
the evolution of a roman-
tic relationship through 
the class. The men, she 
says, are reluctant to 
participate at first. “You 
can tell by their body 
language that they don’t 
want to be there,” she 
recalls. “But sometimes 
the men are the ones who 
make the evening special. 
They don’t take the paint-
ing as seriously as their 
counterparts. Halfway 
through the evening, they 
get into competition mode 
with the other couples.”

In addition to classes, 
the Art Center hosts 
clubs. The camera club 
meets the first Thursday 
of each month. The writ-
ers group convenes every 
other Wednesday. The cro-
chet club, responsible for 
the many “yarnbombed” 
trees in Uptown Beckley, 
meets at 4 p.m. every 
Tuesday. Newman said 
a new manga club for 
teenagers — a celebration 
of the popular Japanese 
cartoon art— started on 
Sept. 3.

• • •
Other events appeal 

to community members 
of all ages. This summer, 
the Art Center organized 
a week of art classes for 
children. Participants 
were guided through 
the history of art, with 
one period represented 
each day. Kids enjoyed 
different modules that 
introduced them to pre-
historic art, Greek and 
Roman architecture, 
cubism, and pop art. The 
Art Center also offers Art 
Safari Trips for adults, 
the most recent of which 
was a one-night stay in 
Winston Salem, North 
Carolina.

Every month, the Art 
Center hosts Poets Cafes, 
open mic nights, and jazz 
concerts. “Some might 
think that we are just an 
art gallery, but we are 
beyond that,” Newman 
explains. “We are an op-
portunity for the commu-
nity to dabble in visual 
and performing arts.” 
The gallery also provides 
a venue for private bach-
elorette, birthday, and 
wedding parties to expe-
rience guided paintings.

Newman is concerned 
by the challenges of oper-
ating a nonprofit art cen-
ter. “Many of our classes 
fluctuate in attendance. 
Some are even canceled 
because we don’t reach 
the minimum number of 
students needed to pay 
instructor fees,” she ex-
plains. 

The Beckley Art Center 
does not have the market-
ing resources of some of 

its for-profit competitors, 
so it relies on social media 
and word of mouth. The 
center’s only goal is to 
support local artists and 
community members. Its 
impact is probably better 
measured in memories 
than in dollars.

Newman is grateful for 
that impact. “Art is a sign 
of a civilized society, one 
that speaks to a culture 
of self-expression. We 
create things whether 
they are useful or just 
to spark a little beauty,” 
she explains. “We do it to 
connect our experiences 
to fellow humans or to the 
next generation.”

Newman has helped 
children create lifetime 
memories through craft 
workshops with the West 
Virginia Miners baseball 
team. She has witnessed 
a macho bachelor party 
tap into their creative 
sides. 

She’s even experienced 
the spirituality of the sim-
plest art forms.

“One participant used 
our doodling class to re-
lieve stress and tension 
in a meditative way,” she 
remembers. “She said she 
left the workshop feeling 
as though all the weight 

had been lifted from her 
shoulders. That’s a testa-
ment to what art can do.”

The Beckley Art Gal-
lery is open Wednesday 
through Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. A sched-
ule of upcoming events 
and classes can be found 

at www.beckleyartcenter.
org and by searching 
Beckley Art Center on 
Facebook. 

To register for classes, 
call 304-253-9226 at any 
time and leave a voice-
mail if a representative 
is not available.

BAC
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Participants at a Fun Art, Not Fine Art workshop perfect their masterpieces. 
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Art class attendees pose with their finished paintings. 

Fun Art, Not Fine Art is inspired by similar programs sweeping the nation. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to bring their own alcoholic or non-alcoholic beverages. 

Area children explored book-folding during the 2016 
Summer Kids Art Week at the Beckley Art Center.  

CHARLESTON — The 
West Virginia Center for 
Nursing has announced 
that 76 students will 
receive funds totaling 
$225,000 as part of the 
Nursing Scholarship 
Program. The program, 
which is administered by 
the West Virginia Center 
for Nursing in conjunc-
tion with the West Vir-
ginia Higher Education 
Policy Commission, helps 
licensed practical, regis-
tered, masters and doc-
toral nursing students 
pursue their degrees.

April Shapiro, who re-
ceived a $10,000 award 

for the fall and spring se-
mesters, plans to use her 
scholarship in order to 
finish her Ph.D. in nurs-
ing at West Virginia Uni-
versity. She will continue 
to teach nursing in West 
Virginia in order to fulfill 
the scholarship’s service 
obligation to remain in 
state after graduation.

“I  was so worried 
about being able to pay 
for everything,” she said. 
“What a relief. I can relax 
now and focus on finish-
ing my dissertation and 
graduating in May.”

A record number of 
candidates applied for 

the scholarship this ap-
plication cycle. In order 
to qualify for a scholar-
ship, nursing students 
must be West Virginia 
residents and agree to 
fulfill a service obligation 
to work in West Virginia 
for each year they receive 
an award. 

To apply for a schol-
arship, students should 
visit wvcenterfornursing.
org. The online applica-
tion will reopen on April 
15, 2017, and the dead-
line to apply for an award 
for the 2017-18 academic 
year will be June 1.

The West Virginia Leg-

islature created the West 
Virginia Center for Nurs-
ing in 2004. In addition 
to supporting the Nurs-
ing Scholarship Program, 
the Center focuses on 
nursing workforce plan-
ning and development to 
help alleviate an ongoing 
shortage of nurses. The 
program is funded by a 
$10 fee paid during the 
yearly license renewal 
process completed by ev-
ery licensed practical and 
registered nurse in the 
state.

For more information, 
visit www.wvcenterfor-
nursing.org.

W.Va. Center for Nursing awards scholarships

The remaining per-
formance and compe-
tition schedule for the 
Spartan 2016 Marching 
Band Season has been 
announced by James 
Allder, director of instru-
mental music at Green-
brier East High School 
in Fairlea.

On Sept. 17, the Spar-
tan Band will  begin 
its competition season 
at Martinsburg High 
School Colburn Field for 
the Martinsburg Band 
Spectacular which is 
schedule to step off at 
5 p.m. This competition 
features some of the best 
bands from Virginia, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia.

A trip to Mitchell Sta-
dium in Bluefield is set 
for Sept. 23 as Greenbri-
er East’s Spartan Foot-
ball renews the rival-
ry with Bluefield High 
School and the Spartan 
Band will perform at 
halftime.

The next day the Spar-
tan Band will partic-
ipate in the Frankford 
Autumnfest parade that 
morning and then in the 
Greenbrier Valley Shrine 
Club Shriners’ parade 
late that afternoon.

On Oct. 1, the Spar-
tan band will be a first-
time competition partic-
ipate in the Princeton 
High School’s “Southern 
Thunder 8.” H.P. Hunni-
cutt Stadium will be the 
setting for this eighth 
annual competition.

The next week, var-
ious Greenbrier East 
performing instrumental 
and choral music groups, 
including the Spartan 
Marching Band, will be 
performing during the 
annual “Taste of Our 
Towns” festival to benefit 
Carnegie Hall in Lewis-
burg.

After performing at 

pre-game and halftime of 
the Greenbrier East-Lo-
gan football game in 
Spartan Stadium in 
Fairlea on Oct. 14, the 
Spartan Band will travel 
Oct. 15 to Sissonville to 
participate in the “Cav-
alcade of Bands” compe-
tition at Sissonville High 
School that afternoon 
and that evening in the 
West Virginia March-
ing Band Festival at the 
University of Charleston 
(Laidley Field) Stadium 
in Charleston to conclude 
the competition season. 
This festival is sponsored 
by the West Virginia De-
partment of Culture and 
History.

The Spartan Marching 
Band will conclude the 
performance season with 
pre-game and halftime 
performances for the 
Greenbrier East Home-
coming parade and Park-
ersburg South football 
game on Oct. 21; a trip 
to Princeton for a half-
time performance at the 
Greenbrier East-Prince-
ton football game in H.P. 
Hunnicutt Stadium; and 
in the senior night pre-
game and halftime per-
formances Nov. 4 when 
Greenbrier East hosts 
Spr ing  Val ley  High 
School of Wayne County.

Funding for the in-
strumental music pro-
gram at Greenbrier East 
is provided in part by 
the Greenbrier County 
Board of Education and 
by the Greenbrier East 
Music Boosters who op-
erate the home and away 
side concession stands 
at all home Spartan 
varsity and junior var-
sity football games, boys 
and girls soccer games 
and Eastern Greenbrier 
Middle School football 
games as well as oth-
er activities in Spartan 
Stadium.

Greenbrier East 
Spartan band 
schedule set

About 3,200 people 
viewed 70 classic and 
vintage cars during the 
recent Summersville 
Lighthouse Festival and 
Car Show.

The Best  o f  Show 
Trophy was awarded 
to Chris Kappler for 
his 1937 Packard from 
N o r t h s i d e  A u t o m o -
tive. Almost 200 people 
climbed the Lighthouse 
to see the scenery and 
to see the festival below. 
The Lickity Split Band 
and Rudy Elvis per-
formed at the Gazebo. 

Nicholas County Ani-
mal Shelter gave away 7 
puppies and 5 cats, one 
more from last year’s 
record. Smoky the Bear 
greeted festival-goers.  

A couple, Mr. and 
Mrs. Brad (Carla) Bev-
erlyn stopped in after 
they were married to 
have their photo taken 
here at the Lighthouse 
since this is where he 
proposed to her.

Winners of the 2016 
Summersv i l l e  Lake 
Lighthouse Festival & 
Car Show are as follows:

• Best of Show Trophy 
- 1937 Packard, Chris 
Kappler - Fayetteville

• Best Classic Trophy 
- 1929 Lincoln Continen-
tal, Bill Bibb - Oak Hill

• Best Custom Trophy 
- 2002 Corvette, Karen 
Wells - Charleston

•  People ’s  Choice 
Trophy - 1971 Mustang 
Mach 1, Nathan Kincaid 
- Summersville

• Kid’s Choice Tro-
phy - 1968 Camaro, Tony 
Tincher

• Classic Era Award - 
1933 Chevrolet Masters, 
Mike Hellems - Mount 
Nebo

• Chromes & Fins 
Award - 1957 Chevrolet 
Belair, JR Shamblim - 
Alta

•  M u s c l e  P o w e r 
Award - 1967 Chevrolet 
Chevelle SS, Ken Smith 
- Akron, OH

• Opec Era Award - 
1979 Ford Truck, Pam 

& Butch Painter, Sum-
mersville

• Performance Resur-
gance Era - 2014 100th 
Anniversary Edition 
Dodge Challenger, Dan-
ny & Tracy Buckner - 
Cross Lanes

• Best Paint Award - 
2015 Ford Mustang GT - 
Kathy Jarrell - Winfield

• Best Car Award - 
1060 Dodge Dart, Gary 
Harvey - Belva

• Best Truck Award 
- 1949 International 
Truck, John O’Dell - Le-
vaisy

• Best Motorcycle 
Award - 1995 Harley Da-
vidson Road King, Mike 
Rubenstahl

• Best Coupe/Sedan 
Award - 1967 Chevro-
let Chevelle SS, Charlie 
& Mary Brown - Hurri-
cane

• Best Convertible 
Award -  1938 Ford, 
Richard Parsons - Nor-
mantown

• Best Station Wagon/
SUV - 1993 Jeep Wran-
gler - Craigsville

• Best Interior - 2001 
Plymouth Prowler, San-
dy Huddleston - Mont-
gomery

Lighthouse car show 
winners announced

Mr. and Mrs. Brad (Car-
la) Beverlyn stopped in 
after they were married 
to have their photo taken 
here at the Lighthouse 
since this is where he pro-
posed to her. In back is 
the car that won Best of 
Show. 


